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Making a Photosynth 

Creating the best synth starts with the right photos.  

Here are some key tips:  

• Take overlapping panoramas from different locations  

• Have lots of overlap between shots to get good matching  

• Limit the angles between photos (no more than 25 degrees – at least 15 per 

full rotation)  

• Pick scenes or objects with lots of detail and texture  

• Don’t crop your images before synthing  

• Rotate your photos to be ‘up’ correctly before synthing  

Once you have signed in, click the Upload button (top right of page) or click on the 

Create your Synth icon on the home page. (scroll down). 

 

 

 If you do not have the software you will be prompted to download it first. Once it is 

installed you will see the Create a Synth button.  

 

You will see a pop-up window with Start a new synth button. 

 



Give your synth a name, tags (descriptive words) and description. Click Add Photos, 

browse to your files add them. Then click on the Synth button at the bottom of the 

page.  Photosynth will do the rest for you. 

 

 

Making a Panorama 

Many photosynths consist of photos shot from a single location. Our friends in 

Microsoft Research have developed a free, world class panoramic image stitcher 

called Microsoft Image Composite Editor (ICE for short.) ICE takes a set of 

overlapping photographs of a scene shot from a single camera location, and creates 

a single high-resolution image. Photosynth now has support for uploading, exploring 

and viewing ICE panoramas alongside normal synths.  

Here’s how to create a panorama in ICE and upload it to Photosynth:  

1. Download the latest version of ICE at  

http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/um/redmond/groups/ivm/ice 

2. Start ICE, and add your source photos.  



3. Click on “Publish to Photosynth”. ICE will merge your images, then launch 

Photosynth to upload the stitched panorama.  

4. Enter the title, keywords, description, and other details. You’ll also need to 

select a region of the panorama to use as the thumbnail.  

5. Click “Upload” to upload the panorama.  

 

 


