Appendix A: Curriculum Links 


Task force on Space Exploration 

This project is aligned to the Revised National Curriculum statement for Senior Phase. It could also be used as enrichment for Grade 6  learners.

This project provides opportunities for the learners to achieve the following Assessment Standards. There is however only one Assessment tool. The Assessment Standards below, which relate directly to that assessment tool, have been marked in italics for you. 
Alignment with the RNCS – Senior Phase

	Grade 7
	Grade 8
	Grade 9

	English Home Language



	LO 1: Listening

	AS: Listens actively and carefully for specific information and main ideas and responds appropriately, for example: 

· takes notes, summarises and passes on information accurately;

· reflects on opinions, asks thoughtful questions and challenges where necessary.


	AS: Listens actively and carefully for specific information and main ideas and responds appropriately, for example: 

· takes notes, summarises and draws conclusions;

· reflects on opinions, asks searching questions and challenges where necessary.
	AS: Listens actively and carefully for specific information and main ideas and responds appropriately, for example: 

· draws conclusions;

· reflects on information and opinions, asks searching questions and challenges where necessary.

	LO 2: Speaking

	AS: Demonstrates basic interaction skills by participating actively in group discussions, conversations, interviews and debates, and while doing so:

· tackles important issues (e.g. social, ethical issues related to the environment and human rights);

· takes on different roles;

· acknowledges other opinions;

· explains own point of view

· gives criticism;

· bridges gaps by asking questions, giving choices, keeping responses open-ended, and showing genuine interest.
	AS: Demonstrates basic interaction skills by participating actively in group discussions, conversations, interviews and debates, and while doing so:

· tackles important issues (e.g. social, ethical issues related to the environment and human rights);

· asks appropriate questions;

· takes on different roles;

· acknowledges others’ opinions and disagrees politely when necessary; 

· motivates own point of view;

· gives and receives criticism.


	AS: Demonstrates basic interaction skills by participating actively in group discussions, conversations, interviews and debates, and while doing so:

· tackles important issues (e.g. social, ethical issues related to the environment and human rights);

· asks probing questions;

· leads discussions;

· negotiates differences to arrive at a common point of view or compromise;

· motivates own point of view using evidence and similar opinions from peers, and shows flexibility in accepting compromise. 


	LO 3: Reading and viewing

	AS: Shows understanding of information texts:

· identifies main ideas and explains how details support the main idea. 

AS: Responds critically to texts: 

· identifies writer’s point of view;

· identifies implicit (or hidden) messages in the text; 

· identifies obvious bias or prejudice; 

· identifies ways in which the writer shapes the reading of the text by careful choice of words. 


	AS: Shows understanding of information texts: 

· identifies main ideas and explains how the details support the main idea;

· questions ideas where appropriate;

· makes judgements and draws conclusions about ideas on the basis of evidence; 

· identifies and explains different points of view. 

AS: Responds critically to texts: 

· discusses writer’s point of view;

· discusses implicit (or hidden) messages in the text as well as bias and prejudice

· discusses how context influences the message; 

· identifies what has been left out of he text and discusses why; 

· questions whether learner agrees with the messages in the text. 


	AS: Shows understanding of a wide range of information texts: 

· identifies the main ideas and explains how the details; support the main idea;

· evaluates the ideas;

· discusses different points of view. 

AS: Responds critically to texts: 

· evaluates writer’s point of view;

· evaluates implicit (or hidden) messages, any bias or prejudice and offers own opinion and alternatives;

· discusses how the social and cultural contexts influence the message. 



	LO 4: Writing

	AS: Produces a selected range of factual written and multi-modal texts for various purposes, using visual and design elements where appropriate by means of eye witness accounts, posters, advertisements book reviews, recipes and game instructions 

AS: Uses the writing process with assistance and collaboratively to generate texts:

· selects and explores topics through brainstorming, using mind maps and lists;

· uses other texts as models for writing;

· plans and develops topic by using information from one source; 

· organises ideas coherently in simple, logical order to produce first drafts;

· reflects on drafts, considering purpose, audience, language usage and logical organisation, and revises appropriately;

· reflects on and discusses own and peers’ writing showing sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others; 

· proofreads and corrects final draft by applying knowledge of language in context, focusing on grammar, punctuation, spelling and vocabulary appropriate for the grade; 

· polishes final product, paying attention to presentation and basic elements of design. 


	AS: Produces a range of factual written and multi-modal texts for various purposes, using a range of visual and design elements where appropriate by means of recounts of events, research project reports, pamphlets, posters and book reviews.

AS: Uses the writing process collaboratively and independently to generate texts:

· selects and explores topics through brainstorming, using mind maps and lists;

· uses increasingly complex texts as models;

· plans and develops topic using relevant information from other sources; 

· organises ideas coherently in logical order to produce first drafts;

· reflects on multiple drafts, considering purpose, audience, language usage, bias, complex organisation, and a few simple elements of style, and revises appropriately;

· critically reflects on own and  peers’ writing and makes recommendations, showing sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others; 

· proofreads and corrects draft by applying knowledge of language in context appropriate for the grade; 

· polishes final product, paying attention to creative presentation and varied basic elements of design. 


	AS: Produces a wide range of factual written and multi-modal texts for various purposes, using a wide range of visual and design elements where appropriate by means of e-mail, reports on current issues, advertisements, posters, book reviews, film reviews, eyewitness accounts, newspaper reports, curriculum vitae, agenda and minutes of meetings. 

AS: Uses the writing process independently and with ease to generate complex texts:

· selects and explores complex topics through brainstorming, and using lists and notes;

· uses increasingly complex texts as models;

· plans and develops topic, selecting relevant information from a range of sources;

· organises ideas coherently and logically in producing multiple drafts;

· analyses multiple drafts considering purpose, audience, point of view, positioning of the reader, language usage, bias, complex organisation and varied elements of style, and revises appropriately; 

· analyses own and peers’ writing and evaluates and makes recommendations, showing sensitivity to the rights, feelings and personal style of others; proofreads and corrects the final draft by applying knowledge of language in context appropriate for the grade; 

· publishes final product, paying attention to a range of complex presentation an design elements. 


	LO 5: Thinking and reasoning 

	AS: Uses language to think and reason:

· infers and deduces meaning, and explains the intentions of the author by interpreting written, visual and aural texts across the curriculum;

· weighs opinions by deciding which of the two alternatives in the better choice;

· expresses and develops a clear personal viewpoint;

· supports an argument with various kinds of evidence (e.g. statistical and other);

· uses questions to develop own thinking or that of others.

AS: Uses language to investigate and explore: 

· identifies information needed to assist in investigating a problem;

· uses key words and concepts to select relevant sources of information;

· listens to, reads, and views texts from a variety of sources to collect and select ideas;

· uses appropriate referencing techniques and conventions when copying (and citing) information from sources (e.g. records author, title, date, publisher, page numbers, website);

· works on integrated projects across Learning Areas and produces a synthesised product.
AS: Processes information:

· choose best and most appropriate information from various sources and individuals and synthesises contributions with own ideas into a coherent piece of work or presentation. 

AS: Thinks creatively:

· visualises, predicts, fantasises and empathises to make meaning and solve problems;

· uses writing to develop ideas (e.g. journals, brainstorming, free-writing, mind maps);

· imagines possibilities and alternatives to expand thinking (hypothesises and speculates); 

· considers differences and uses them creatively (e.g. differences in experience, culture, interest and personality). 

AS: Uses language to reflect:

· reflects on what is heard or read and asks challenging questions;

· reflects on own strengths as contributor in group activities and identifies opportunities for development. 


	AS: Uses language to think and reason:

· applies thinking and reasoning skills in a variety of contexts across the curriculum;

· presents a counter-argument and gives reasons (e.g. ‘I disagree because….’ And ‘I support my argument with…’);

· draws on own experience in order to substantiate point of view;

· questions and infers to solve problems and develop thinking about complex issues, ideas and emotions (e.g. human rights issue, environmental issues, personal dilemmas, cross-curricular topics). 

AS: Uses language to investigate and explore: 

· asks questions on national and cross-curricular issues (e.g. corporal punishment, environmental debates);

· weighs options by considering a number of alternatives;

· does independent research across the curriculum;

· locates and accesses information from a wide variety of sources (e.g. radio, Internet, various kinds of written texts, libraries);

· refines the use of appropriate referencing techniques and conventions when copying (and citing) information from sources (e.g. records author, title, date, publisher, page numbers, Web site);

· works on increasingly complex projects across Learning Areas and produces a synthesised product.

AS: Processes information:

· pays attention to referencing details; 

· extracts and synthesises information, using listening, reading, writing and viewing skills; 

· summarises information or ideas by selecting, generalising, categorising and editing, and reflects critically on the product. 

AS: Thinks creatively:

· visualises, predicts, fantasises and empathises with sensitivity to make meaning and solve problems;

· imagines possibilities and alternatives to expand thinking (hypothesises and speculates); 

· considers differences and uses them creatively and positively (e.g. differences in experience, culture, interest and personality). 

AS: Uses language to reflect:

· reflects on what is heard or read, to ask critical questions and challenge views;

· consolidates reflection on own strengths as contributor in group activities and identifies further opportunities for development. 
	AS: Uses language to think and reason:

· applies thinking and reasoning skills in a variety of contexts across the curriculum and in personal circumstances;

· presents a counter-argument and provides alternatives;

· uses factual information and interprets statistics with increasing confidence to support argument;

· draws on own experience and contrasts it with that of others to illustrate a point of view;

· uses questions, inference and analysis to develop critical thinking, and for problem solving. 

AS: Uses language to investigate and explore: 

· asks challenging questions on national and cross-curricular issues (e.g. HIV/AIDS, rise in interest rates);

· questions and weighs options;

· explores a variety of approaches to plan, organise and present research on a topic (for Languages and other Learning Areas);

· considers different perspectives when selecting information;

· works on increasingly complex projects across Learning Areas and produces a synthesised product.

AS: Processes information:

· develops note-taking and note-making skills (e.g. selects, sequences, classifies and organises information using lists, mind-maps , graphs) and includes citation and reference details; 

· chooses best and most appropriate information from various sources and individuals, and synthesises contributions with own ideas into a coherent piece of work or presentation.  

AS: Thinks creatively:

· visualises, predicts, fantasises and empathises with increasing sensitivity to make meaning and solve problems;

· imagines possibilities and alternatives to expand thinking (hypothesises and speculates); 

· considers differences and consolidates their use creatively and positively (e.g. differences in experience, culture, interest and personality). 

AS: Uses language to reflect:

· reflects on and evaluates the quality and accuracy of information in own work and that of others. 



	English First Additional Language



	LO 1: Listening

	AS: Understands oral texts:

· answers questions of growing complexity. 


	AS: Understands oral texts:

· answers questions of growing complexity.


	AS: Understands oral texts:

· answers questions of growing complexity.

	LO 3: Reading and viewing 

	AS: Reads for information: 

· follows information texts; 

· summarise information. 


	AS: Reads for information: 

· follows information texts; 

· summarise information.

	AS: Reads for information: 

· follows information texts; 

· summarise information.


	LO 4: Writing 

	AS: Writes to communicate information:

· writes text types required in other Learning Ares (e.g. a report). 

AS: Treats writing as a process:

· drafts, reads and discusses own writing critically; 

· uses feedback to revise, edit and rewrite; 

· uses knowledge of grammar, spelling etc. to edit;

· thinks about design and layout. 
	AS: Writes to communicate information: 

· writes text types required in other Learning Areas. 

AS: Treats writing as a process: 

· drafts, reads and discusses own writing critically;

· uses feedback to revise, edit and rewrite; 

· uses knowledge of grammar, spelling, etc to edit;

· pays some attention to design and layout. 


	AS: Writes to communicate information: 

· writes longer texts of several paragraphs describing processes and procedures, giving explanations, giving advantages and disadvantages, arguing for and against.
AS: Treats writing as a process: 

· drafts, reads and discusses own writing critically;

· uses feedback to revise, edit and rewrite; 

· uses knowledge of grammar, spelling, etc to edit;

· plans the layout of a text, including how to incorporate graphs and pictures; 

· evaluates design and layout. 



	LO 5: Thinking and reasoning

	AS: Uses language and literacy across the curriculum: 

· understands and produces texts used in other Learning Areas (e.g. a factual description in Geography or a report in Natural Sciences).
AS: Collects and records information in different ways:

· selects relevant material and takes notes (identifies

       key words and sentences, 

       lists important points);

· does simple research and writes a report using tools

       such as graphs, tables, 

       diagrams and statistics;

· transfers information from one mode to another

       (e.g. uses information from a 

       visual or written text;

· to create a graph or a chart, or to label a diagram).

	AS: Uses language and literacy across the curriculum:

· understands some concepts from other Learning Areas and uses the vocabulary associated with them in the additional language (e.g. ‘xenophobia’ in Social Sciences);

· writes texts required in other Learning Areas (e.g. reports and explanations in Natural Sciences);

· produces visual or graphic material to support texts (e.g. diagrams for explanations and reports).

AS: Collects and records information in different ways:

· selects relevant information and takes notes (organises key ideas under headings and subheadings, uses layout such as capital letters and underlining); 

· reads and synthesises information from several texts on the same topic;

· transfers information from one mode to another (e.g. uses statistics to write paragraphs, uses mind maps).

	AS: Uses language and literacy across the curriculum:

· understands some concepts from other Learning Areas and uses the vocabulary associated with them in their additional language (e.g. ‘symptom’ in Life Orientation);

· understands and produces texts used in other Learning Areas (e.g. an explanation of how the kidneys work, or the production of a report in Natural Sciences);

· produces visual or graphic material to support texts (e.g. a diagram for an explanation).
AS: Collects and records information in different ways:

· selects relevant material and takes notes (organises points under headings; abbreviates words);

· reads and synthesises information from two simple texts on the same topic;

· transfers information from one mode to another by, for example, using mind maps.

	Technology 



	LO 1: Technological processes and skills

	AS: During investigations plans a strategy for collecting data and information that includes: 

· identifying technologies and methods;

· considering the source, resources and copyright laws;

· uses search techniques;

· extracts relevant data for specific purposes; 

· produces meaningful summaries. 


	AS: Uses appropriate technologies and methods to:

· collect relevant data from different sources or resources;

· extract relevant data;

· make meaningful summaries;

· use information to justify and support decisions and ideas.


	AS: Uses a variety of available technologies and

methods to:

· locate (e.g. use library referencing system,

       database searches, indexes);

· collect (e.g. questionnaires, data collection forms, requests for information, information, searches, literature surveys);

· compare;

· sort;

· verify;

· evaluate (e.g. cross-checking different sources or resources);

· store information (e.g. filing systems, indexes).

	LO 3: Technology, society and the environment

	AS: Expresses some reasons why products of technology affect the quality of people’s lives positively and negatively

AS: Expresses an opinion that explains how certain groups of society might be favoured or disadvantaged by given products of technology

	AS: Expresses and details opinions about the positive and negative impacts of products of technology on the quality of people’s lives and the environment in which they live

AS: Produces evidence that details opinions, backed up by factual evidence, about the effect of technological solutions on human rights issues (e.g. age, disability)


	AS: Recognises and identifies the impact of technological developments on the quality of people’s lives and on the environment in which they live, and suggests strategies for reducing any undesirable effects

AS: Produces evidence that details opinions, backed up by factual evidence, about bias (e.g. gender, age, access) in making technological decisions, and suggests strategies for redress


	Natural Sciences



	LO 1: Scientific investigations

	AS: Conducts investigations and collects data: organises and uses equipment or sources to gather and record information  

AS: Evaluates data and communicates findings: generalises in terms of a relevant aspect and describes how the data supports the generalisation 


	
	

	Life Orientation



	LO 3: Personal development

	AS: Shows evidence of respect for others and the ability to disagree in constructive ways

AS: Demonstrates and reflects on decision-making skills


	
	

	LO 5: Orientation to the world of work

	AS: Demonstrates time management skills and accountability in carrying out responsibilities


	
	

	Social Sciences



	LO 2: Geographical knowledge and understanding

	
	
	AS: Identifies ways in which science and technology have contributed positively and negatively to development [people and resources]


	Arts and Culture



	LO 1: Creating, making and interpreting

	
	
	Visual Arts 

AS: Creates art, craft or design works that: 

· translate ideas or concepts into a visual form;

· demonstrate the confident use of elements and principles of design. 



	Mathematics



	LO 5: Data handling 

	AS: Poses questions relating to human rights, social, economic, environmental and political issues in own environment

AS: Selects appropriate sources for the collection of data


	AS: Poses questions relating to human rights, social, economic, environmental and political issues in own environment

AS: Selects appropriate sources for the collection of data (including peers, family, newspapers, books, magazines, the Internet)


	AS: Poses questions relating to human rights, social, economic, environmental and political issues in South Africa

AS: Selects, justifies and uses appropriate methods for collecting data (alone and/or as a member of a group or team) which include questionnaires and interviews, experiments, and sources such as books, magazines and the Internet in order to answer questions and thereby draw conclusions and make predictions about the environment.




Enrichment possibilities - Intermediate Phase learners

(Grade 6)

	English Home Language



	LO 3: Reading and viewing 

AS: Interprets and analyses independently details of graphical texts and transfers information from one form to another 

AS: Selects relevant texts for personal and information needs from a wide variety of sources such as in the local community and via electronic media 



	LO 4: Writing 

AS: Writes different kinds of texts for different purposes and audiences


	LO 5: Thinking and reasoning 

AS: Uses language to think and reason:

· distinguishes cause from effect in a variety of cross-curricular contexts;

· expresses an opinion and supports it with solid evidence;

· develops a balanced argument on relevant and challenging issues;

· contrasts opposing perspectives and gives reasons;

· questions validity and the effect of context and author’s position.

AS: Uses language to investigate and explore:

· asks critical questions that challenge and seek alternative explanations;

· asks follow-up questions to get deeper answers;

· discusses the validity of information by comparison with other sources;

· compares how different languages express different Learning Area concepts.

AS: Processes information:

· categorises and classifies information and can explain what these processes entail, giving examples from different Learning Areas;

· compares and contrasts information and ideas and indicates the basis for the comparison;

· combines ideas from various sources into a coherent whole;

· draws conclusions and makes recommendations;

· changes information from one language into another.



	Natural Science



	LO 3: Science, society and the environment 

AS: Understands the impact of science and technology. Suggest ways to improve technological products or processes and to minimize negative effects on the environment 

 

	Social Sciences



	LO 1: Geographical knowledge and understanding 

AS: Describes some ways in which society has changed the environment 
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