ADVANTAGES OF E-MAIL

Email use in schools can increase literacy

Email can assist students with literacy and language learning using email exchanges and online writing exercises. The authentic learning provided by collaboration with peers gets students excited about school.

When students use email it can also:

· Increase motivation through self-directed and collaborative learning. 

· Improve literacy with writing activities geared to authentic audiences. 

· Gain comfort with tools and skills essential for today's workplace. 

· Facilitate ESL and foreign language learning. 

· Cultivate knowledge and cultural understanding through real-world email exchanges. 

· Increased access to technology, providing new opportunities for students without home-based access. 

· Engage in "anywhere, anytime learning" with access from school, library and home.

An international classroom network and wealth of resources inspire the meaningful introduction of technology to the curriculum.

When you use email, you
· Engage your students with fun and exciting real-world learning situations. 

· Address national and provincial standards regarding reading & writing (literacy) and technology. 

· Participate in award-winning international projects in many subject areas. 

· Foster cultural awareness through connections to an international community. 

· Connect with other educators to share resources and ideas. 

· Focus on teaching with technology rather than time-consuming administrative tasks. 

· Reduce the "digital divide" by offering access to technology to students without home-based access. 

More general advantages of email: 

· You can communicate quickly with anyone on the Internet. Email usually reaches its destination in a matter of minutes or seconds. 

· You can send letters, notes, files, data, or reports all using the same techniques. Once you learn how to use your email program, everything is sent the same way. 

· You don't have to worry about interrupting someone when you send email. The email is sent and delivered by one computer system communicating with the Internet. Although it is put into someone's mailbox, the recipient isn't interrupted by the arrival of email. 

· You can deal with your email at a convenient time. You don't have to be interrupted when email arrives, and you can read it or work with it when you have the time. Also, you can send it at a convenient time. It doesn't have to be written or sent at a time when you know the recipient will be available. This is what we mean by the term asynchronous communication. 

· You don't have to be shy about using email to communicate with anyone. Email isn't anonymous-each message carries the return address of the sender-but you can write to anyone with an Internet address. All the messages appear the same to the person who gets the email. The messages are generally judged on what's in them, not where they're from. 

· The cost to you for email has nothing to do with distance, and in many cases, the cost doesn't depend on the size of the message. Most Internet access charges are based on the number of hours per month you access the Internet, or you pay a flat monthly fee. 

