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Safe and Responsible Use of the Internet 

Consider the following question while you read each scenario:

· What policies, procedures, and strategies can the teacher put in place to prevent this kind of event in the future?

Scenario 1: Websurfing
Grade 8 math learners are creating wikis illustrating different geometric forms in their community. Since creating the wiki is a fairly straightforward activity and the learners already have taken the digital photos they need, Ms Gilroy has scheduled just 3 class periods in the computer room for learners to work on the project. As she checks with learners after one day she notices that they are making very slow progress creating the wiki. The next day she observes that most of the learners seem to be spending most of their time surfing the Web and playing around with Internet tools instead of working on the required project.

Scenario 2: Inappropriate Content
As part of a project on electricity, Mr. Paul’s Grade 4 class search the Internet for information about early inventions using electricity. One day after school he receives a phone call from a frantic parent. She explains that her son had asked her questions about a website he had seen at school, and his questions and his questions led her to suspect that he had been viewing extremely inappropriate content.

Scenario 3: Cyberbullying
A high school biology class in Cape Town is working with a class in Melbourne, Australia, to collect and share data on ocean ecosystems. Learners have been using e-mail, instant messaging, and chats extensively to collaborate on the project. Ms O’Neil notices that when one of the groups meets, one learner is not interacting with the others. She speaks to the boy in private and learns that the other group members, even some of the Australian learners, have been sending him messages making fun of him. Upon further investigation, Ms. O’Neil discovers that group members are spreading stories about the young man throughout the Internet and harassing him outside of school hours. 
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