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Outcomes for today 

• Explanation of digital storytelling 

• Digital storytelling in the classroom 

• Explanation of digital writing 

• Digital writing in the classroom 



Introducing myself 

• Teacher, Web 2.0 ‘fanatic’ and passionate about 
integrating the curriculum with technology.  

• Have taught Grades 1 – 7, then went on to become a 
computer teacher at a primary school. Now work for 
SchoolNet as a technology integration facilitator. 

• Highlights in my life are being a winner in the Microsoft 
Innovative Teacher competition in 2009, and becoming 
recognised as a Google Certified Teacher in 2012.  

• Textbook writer 

• Have just created and conducted a short online course 
on Digital storytelling for the African Storybook Project 

 

x 



What is Digital  
Storytelling?  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dKZiXR5qUlQ#at=74 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dKZiXR5qUlQ


Question – how would you 
go about writing a story? 



An example of  a digital 
story  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=sJe0WupukAw 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=sJe0WupukAw


Analysing ‘Owl Stories’ by Martin Waddell 
Let’s see how a problem was brought in and resolved 
to make this beautiful story so appealing.  
 
 
What if question? 'What if the mother of new baby 
owls didn't come back from hunting for food?'  
 
1. Beginning: The babies are in their nest 
2. Middle. A problem is introduced 
    a) Mother Owl doesn’t come back. 
    b) The baby owls start searching in the dark woods 
    c) They discuss where they think Mommy could be 
3. The end: The problem is resolved – Mommy comes 
back and finds them.   
 



Digital storytelling in the 
classroom 



SchoolNet blog – popular post 
10 Story starter sites to inspire your students to write 

http://schoolnetsa.blogspot.com/2011/09/10-story-starter-sites-to-get-you-going.html


SchoolNet blog – follow up post 
8 more story starter sites to get your studnets writing 

http://schoolnetsa.blogspot.com/2013/01/more-story-starter-sites-to-inspire.html
http://schoolnetsa.blogspot.com/2013/01/more-story-starter-sites-to-inspire.html
http://schoolnetsa.blogspot.com/2013/01/more-story-starter-sites-to-inspire.html
http://schoolnetsa.blogspot.com/2013/01/more-story-starter-sites-to-inspire.html


Lovely templates from Read Write Think 
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?resource_type=16 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?resource_type=16
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?resource_type=16


Cube creator 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-

interactives/cube-30057.html 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-30057.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-30057.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-30057.html
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http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-30057.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-30057.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-30057.html


My Storymaker 
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/kids/storymaker/ 

http://www.carnegielibrary.org/kids/storymaker/


Storybird 
http://storybird.com/ 





You can add as many classes as you wish 



You can set up your class with usernames 



You start with a seemingly endless amount of  

picture prompts 



After you have made your choice 

more pictures appear 



All that person’s art appears 



And so you start writing… 











Storybird examples 



Little Bird Tales 
http://littlebirdtales.com/ 

http://littlebirdtales.com/




You can upgrade for more space 



The opening page gives you 

your summary 



It takes you through step by step 



When you choose to add art 



You can buy this as a book 



Take a look at their public tales 
http://littlebirdtales.com/tales/default/ 

http://littlebirdtales.com/tales/default/


Storyjumper 
http://www.storyjumper.com/ 

 

http://www.storyjumper.com/
http://www.storyjumper.com/


You can set up classes and students 



A number of  templates to choose from 



A great choice of  backgrounds and clipart 





Resources from Story Jumper 
Workbook 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http://www.storyjumper.com/files/storystarter.pdf


Example 
http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/18532/The-Lonely-Acorn 

http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/18532/The-Lonely-Acorn
http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/18532/The-Lonely-Acorn
http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/18532/The-Lonely-Acorn
http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/18532/The-Lonely-Acorn
http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/18532/The-Lonely-Acorn




A large selection of 
clipart 



http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/572294/4c68afedee407 

A sample from Tamsyn in Grade 5 

http://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/572294/4c68afedee407


A Scoopit – Reading & Writing in primary school 
http://www.scoop.it/t/reading-and-writing-in-primary-school 

http://www.scoop.it/t/reading-and-writing-in-primary-school
http://www.scoop.it/t/reading-and-writing-in-primary-school
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Don’t forget about good old 

Powerpoint! 



by Kirdup and Geocro  

The Tooth Fairy 
 



Part 1: The Loose Tooth 



One day  a little girl was playing in the garden. Her name was Taylor and 
she was playing with her cousin Kirsty. You see, Taylor had a  wiggly tooth, 
and it was really bothering her, a lot. All of a sudden, POP! Out came the 
wiggly tooth!! 
"Hooray!" said Kirsty. "At last your tooth has come out. You will have to put 
it under your pillow so that the tooth fairy can come and get it and leave 
you some money.“ 
"Oh really?" said Taylor clapping her hands with excitement. 
  



Using PowerPoint 

• Create a short story based on a ‘What if’ 
question 

• Add pictures, animations and transitions 

• Insert your narration using Audacity or Sound 
recorder 

• Add royalty free music 

• Save as a movie 



Illustrating a story 





























What is Digital  
Writing?  



• Blogs 

• Wikis 

• Microsoft docs/Google docs 

• YouTube tutorials 

• etc 



1. SlideShare 
http://www.slideshare.net 

http://www.slideshare.net/


Join, upload and follow the prompts 



 
 

http://www.slideshare.net/ben_nesbit/pig-in-the-box 

Pig in the box 

http://www.slideshare.net/ben_nesbit/pig-in-the-box
http://www.slideshare.net/ben_nesbit/pig-in-the-box
http://www.slideshare.net/ben_nesbit/pig-in-the-box
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http://www.slideshare.net/ben_nesbit/pig-in-the-box
http://www.slideshare.net/ben_nesbit/pig-in-the-box


2. AuthorStream 
http://www.authorstream.com 

http://www.authorstream.com/


Join, upload and follow the prompts 



Example in AuthorStream 
The Three Little Pigs 

http://www.authorstream.com/Presentation/aSGuest13615-154924-three-little-pigs-entertainment-ppt-powerpoint/


3. Scribd 
http://www.scribd.com/ 

http://www.scribd.com/


Lions 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/135592757/Lions 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/135592757/Lions
http://www.scribd.com/doc/135592757/Lions


4. Slideboom 
http://www.slideboom.com/ 

 

http://www.slideboom.com/


The Storm 
http://www.slideboom.com/presentations/95756/The-Storm 

http://www.slideboom.com/presentations/95756/The-Storm
http://www.slideboom.com/presentations/95756/The-Storm
http://www.slideboom.com/presentations/95756/The-Storm


5. Youblisher 
http://www.youblisher.com 

http://www.youblisher.com/


http://www.youblisher.com/p/550920-Our-Love-Book-by-Grade-1-Roberts/ 

http://www.youblisher.com/p/550920-Our-Love-Book-by-Grade-1-Roberts/
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Opens up and turns like an e-book 



http://elk-grade6-stories.wikispaces.com/Eagles 

http://elk-grade6-stories.wikispaces.com/Eagles
http://elk-grade6-stories.wikispaces.com/Eagles
http://elk-grade6-stories.wikispaces.com/Eagles
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Get involved in the African 
Storybook Project 



Thank you! 


