In-depth Career Research

Exercise 2.4: Researching a Career 

You will research, in-depth, one of the six careers (of your own choosing). You will complete the following ‘fields’ of information for your job selection, using Microsoft Word:


	RIASEC Code:

	Job Cluster or Category:

	Job Title: 

	Job Summary:

	Education/Training Requirements:

	Skills Needed:

	Average Annual Salary:

	Future Outlook: 

	Related Job Titles:


Use the web sites listed in Exercise 2.1 to assist you in researching information on your career choice.  The sites below may also be of assistance in your research:

Jobs and Careers Web Directory
http://www.careers.org/
Career Journal by Wall Street Journal
http://www.careerjournal.com/ 
Connexions: Career Database
http://www.connexions-direct.com/careersDatabase.cfm 
A British website, with a series of drop-down menus that step-by-step narrows down career information, and provides a short description.

Career Voyages
http://www.careervoyages.gov/
Career InfoNet
http://www.acinet.org/acinet/
Indiana Career Postsecondary Advancement Center: Career Clusters
http://icpac.indiana.edu/careers/clusters/index.xml 
Provides 14 groups of related occupations. (Click on “Non-Indiana User” when prompted.) 

Jobs Listed by Occupational Field
http://www.careers.org/topic/01_jobs_70.html 
A list of job resources on the web organized by occupational field. 

Career Briefs
http://www.soicc.state.nc.us/soicc/info/briefs.htm 
Provides 18 types of career categories in an index.

Job Listings: The Riley Guide
http://www.rileyguide.com/jobs.html
Scroll down to see various categories of jobs, beginning with “Engineering, Science, and Manufacturing.”

O*NET Online: Find Occupations
http://online.onetcenter.org/gen_search_page
Use the drop-down menu to access job categories.

Career-Explorer: Find a Job
http://www.bestjobsusa.com/~specials/partners/careerex/ 
Again, use the drop-down menu to access job categories.

Career Preparation and Training

Anywhere in the world, employers are looking for the same kinds of things from applicants: the skills, background, and ability to do the job. As you look ahead, another concern is how to properly prepare educationally for a specific job interest. For example, a budding archaeologist may wish to know more about courses, major areas of study, level of education, types of degree programs, and training requirements that would be necessary to prepare for a career in that field. Likewise, a current interest in being a physical education coach prompts the question: what do I need to know now to help me become a better informed and educated person as I seek a rewarding career in coaching?  
Exercise 2.5: Researching Educational Training to Support a Specific Career Interest

Use the suggested web sites below to match possible majors with educational institutions that will support the educational training required to pursue your specific career interest. 
Indiana Career Postsecondary Advancement Center: Search National Schools by Major
http://icpac.indiana.edu/education/college_profiles/MajorsSearch.cgi
Click “Non-Indiana User,” then use the list of specific majors provided to search for degree programs offered by various schools.

The Princeton Review: Find Careers and Internships
http://www.princetonreview.com/cte/search/careerSearch.asp
Use the alphabetic menu provided to select a career or internship, and read about what a particular job would be like. Then click the Majors tab to see a list of suggested college majors that would be required for that chosen occupation. To investigate further, click on one of the items in the list of college majors, and then click on the “Schools Offering the Major” tab to see a list of matching schools.

Career-Explorer: Find a Job
http://careerexplorer.net/  
Use the drop-down menu below the map to select a career category, then click the “GO” button.  A list of educational institutions that offer training for the career choice will appear.

Worktrain.com
http://www.worktrain.gov.uk/Script/trainingsubjectareas3_0.asp? 
A British site for National Jobs and Learning, with helpful information about training required for various jobs.

JobFutures.ca
http://jobfutures.ca/fos/browse-programs-education_level.shtml 
Browse programs of study (or clusters) by educational levels: trade/vocational, community college, undergraduate, and master’s university level. 
University of Cape Town
http://www.uct.ac.za
University of the Western Cape
http://www.uwc.ac.za
University of Stellenbosch
http://www.sun.ac.za
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (Port Elizabeth)
http://www.nmmu.ac.za
Rhodes University
http://www.ru.ac.za
Fort Hare University

University of KwaZulu Natal
http://www.ukzn.ac.za
University of Free State
http://www.uovs.ac.za
University of Johannesburg
http://www.rau.ac.za
University of Witwatersrand

http://www.wits.ac.za


North-West University (Potchefstroom)
http://www.puk.ac.za
University of Pretoria
http://www.up.ac.za
University of South Africa
http://www.unisa.ac.za
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